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Is Chile ready for a standalone energy storage project?

This project alone nears the capacity (13GWh) the Chilean Ministry of Energy sought in a public land bidding

auction for standalone energy storage projects in May of 2024. Chile has been one of the countries at the

forefront of the renewable energy transition in Latin America,first with solar PV and now with BESS.

 

Why is energy storage important in Chile?

Image: Grenergy Grid constraints have prevented Chile from maximising the potential of its world-class solar

resources. Energy storage has,therefore,become a necessity to ensure the financial viability of PV

projects,writes Jonathan Tourino Jacobo.

 

Why is Chile pursuing energy storage in Antofagasta?

Chilean president Gabriel Boric (centre) at the inauguration of an energy storage plant in the northern region

of Antofagasta in April 2024. Chile has strong conditions for wind and solar energy,and is pursuing storage to

help overcome intermittent supply(Image: Ximena Navarro /Direcci&#243;n de Prensa,Presidencia de la

Rep&#250;blica de Chile)

 

Should energy storage be a luxury asset in Chile?

Having energy storage in Chile is no longer a luxury assetbut has become an "absolute necessity",explains

Alejandro McDonough,business development manager of Americas area sales at W&#228;rtsil&#228; Energy

Storage and Optimisation (W&#228;rtsil&#228; ES&O).

 

How much energy storage will Chile have in 2024?

During the Energy Storage Summit Latin America (ESS LatAm) in October 2024,Ana L&#237;a

Rojas,executive director at the Chilean renewable energy and energy storage association (ACERA),explained

how the current levels of curtailment in Chile,which could end up at approximately 5TWh in 2024,could

power up to 3.4GWof 4-hour duration energy storage.

 

Where are Chile's battery energy storage facilities located?

Chile's first battery energy storage projects were commissioned in 2009,and all but two of its 16 administrative

regions have facilities in operation,under construction or in the planning stage. The greatest installed capacity

is found in the northern regions of Antofagasta and Tarapac&#225;,the country's solar powerhouses.

Chile''s energy storage prices aren''t just numbers on a spreadsheet; they''re the heartbeat of South America''s

clean energy revolution. Current market data shows vanadium flow batteries ...

Without these flexible power plants, Chile would need to invest in over 40 GW of excess renewable and

energy storage capacity to ensure the same security of supply, ...
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